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News Story

To: News Editor                                                                 For Immediate Release

“Back Seat Passengers Must Buckle Up,” Insurers 
Back seat passengers need to be encouraged to use their seatbelts to prevent serious injury or death in road crashes, says Orville Johnson, General Manager of the Insurance Association of Jamaica (IAJ). 

Most passengers riding in the backseat of motor vehicles who died in road collisions were not wearing seatbelts, according to reports from the Police Traffic Department. The report indicated that based on the momentum of crashes, these passengers can be “thrust forward through a car’s windscreen.”
 “Wearing a seatbelt is a safety precaution which is often ignored by motorists and especially by back seat passengers,” Mr. Johnson declared. He said that this puts them in unnecessary danger.
To further increase public awareness about the use of seatbelts, the IAJ has given its support to Autofest, a one-day auto fair being hosted by the Jamaica Automobile Association to be held this Saturday, June 11, at the auto club’s headquarters, Central Avenue in Swallowfield, from 10 am to 5 pm. 
The insurance industry, which has a vested interest in road safety, is using the Autofest as a context in which members of the public can increase their road safety awareness.
 “We need to get more Jamaicans to understand increased road safety will not only save lives, but also save money on insurance,” Mr. Johnson pointed out. “If we are able to keep insurance claims down, that will also keep insurance premiums down.” 

Representatives from several insurance companies will be at Autofest to provide information about the claims process, which is a cause for concern for many insured persons.

“Industry representatives will be able to answer questions about the claims process and how it works, as there are some persons who are not clear about some of the specifics involved in filing a claim,” he said.

Patrons will also be able to learn more about how the value of their motor vehicles may have been affected by recent changes in the customs duty structure. “We know that some people are concerned about this development; therefore, we will have persons on hand to provide them with more details about the new motor vehicle custom duty structure,” Mr. Johnson stated.
The event will include many other features, such as--free vehicle valuations, free inspections, free battery checks and general car maintenance advice.  The JAA’s qualified and trained technicians will carry out all inspections.
In addition, a Used Car Flea Market will be on site; and sellers and potential purchasers of vehicles will be able to trade throughout the day.
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